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Response on The Truly Disadvantaged
Lessons Learnt
Chapter 20 of The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner City, The Underclass, and Public Policy by William Julius Wilson illustrate various reasons why the economic gap between races has continued to widen. According to William, high rates of joblessness in black communities, especially for the male population, have been a significant contributor to poverty among blacks (Wilson, 2012). William seems to be responding to the social analysts who claim that blacks are affected by a culture of poverty. He offers various recommendations to public policymaking stakeholders for the change in perception of poverty among blacks (Wilson, 2012). His suggestions include the creation of job training programs, a balance in economic growth, and the provision of full-time employment to the black males. According to this book, lack of jobs among black males has caused other social problems such as lack of husbands for black women, fatherless children, and female-headed families.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Response to the Text
Although William provides an essential insight concerning the issue of poverty in black communities, his analysis might be flawed in various instances. I think he underestimates the role that racial perceptions play in the scope of economic growth. Throughout the chapter, William does not suggest vigilance in the fight for racism that still affects the financial gap between whites and the people of color. He also does not consider that an individual's decisions play a vital role in every person's social-economic growth and hence the whole society. I agree with the idea that employment should be made accessible, as well as specialized learning programs, but it will require the willingness of the black males to take the initiative.
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